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There are systems of pavement evaluation available that are comprehensive and very
accurate. But it often takes an expert to conduct the ratings an expert to understand how
to use the data, and it takes much more time and effort to implement some of these
systems. If something is not easy to use, often it goes unused.
The other part of this is that it is repeatable; so it can be perpetual. If we can make the
system so easy to understand that many generations from now the evaluations still have
the same meaning, then we have created great value.
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PASER system for simple, uniform and repeatable ratings. I can take someone out and have
them rating as I would within an hour or two. In 10 minutes they usually “get it”; but then
it is a matter of discussing nuances, exceptions, and generalities. I believe that LTAP is going
around the state this year presenting the PASER system.
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Traditionally, we have crack filling, patching, chip seals, overlay, mill and overlay (mill and
fill), and remove and replace.
Non‐traditional includes all the different methods of in‐place recycling, cold asphalt, hot
asphalt, Cement, cement slurry, heater scarification, Reheat;
Pavement surface treatments, including preventive and restorative sealers, slurry seals,
micro‐surfacing, Cape Seal, NOVA seal, ultra thin overlays
Base repairs and treatments that include chemical soil modification, geotextiles, flowable
fill
Paving geotextiles are used in all the different part of the pavement section
Paving materials are expanded to include pervious materials for drainage, roller compacted
concrete and full depth recycled materials, etc.
So, the question should not be What HAS NOTworked here?, but rather, what HAS worked
here or elsewhere.
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THIS PHOTO IS NOT FROM AVON. I have heard “That doesn’t work” or “That didn’t work
here”. Every road product currently on the market that I have seen works. Not a bold
statement if I add this qualifier, if it is the right product, for the right pavement, applied at
the right time, and done right.
This may have been the right material, applied to the right pavement at the right time, but
it was not done right. I have not seen a paving geotextile that recommends less than 1.5
inches of mix over the geotextile, this has, or had ½ inch. It is not fair to say something
does not work if it was not the right material for the situation, applied at the right time
(pavements life and weather) and done right (installed per manufacture’s specifications).
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Avon also tried restorative and preservative seals. They continue to have great success with
preservative seals. As of now, all town roads have been sealed at least once. Preservative
seals delay the need for overlays. Something you need to know about preservative seals is
that it works, but it doesn’t make your roads black again. So, unless you leave a section
untreated, people can’t see that the product actually worked.
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We used a strategy that wasn’t recommended for this product. The recommendation is to
use preservative sealers as soon as practical after paving; within the first couple of years.
We decided we wanted to re‐soften the surface and help is shed water better so it would
buy us more time until we has to pave. We went after roads PASER rated 6 first, because
we wanted to catch the roads before they became a 5. With the cost at $1/SY, and lasting
about 7 years, is about $0.14/year. At the time overlay with milling was about $4.5/SY, with
a projected life of about 12 years or about $0.37/SY and 4.5 times initial cost. We could do
4.5 times the area to help address more roadway immediately.
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One of the first things we did in Avon was start a crack filling program. This helps to reduce
additional pavement damage. One part of Avon’s program that is not always done is filling
the interface of the road and curb. This helps to minimize infiltration of water at the curb
line, and also minimizes vegetation growing at the interface.
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In order to provide greater structural strength to roads without losing curbs, we milled 2
feet along the curb and used a fiberglass impregnated paving fabric. This fabric can be
milled recycled with the pavement in the future, if necessary.

20

21

Galen Drive is a short commercial street that had sever deterioration. Again, due to budget
constraints, replacement was not an option, so some patching was done, GlasGrid installed
with a 1.5 inch overlay. This road is performing relatively well considering the original base
failure and pavement distress.
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The first paving fabric we used was Petromat. We had a heavily used commercial road that
was severely deteriorated, but there wasn’t sufficient budget to replace the road. We
patched the worst areas, installed Petromat and then installed a 2.5 inch structural overlay
with 1.0 inch surface. The road still looks good 12 years later.
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Full Depth Recycling (FDR). Avon first used the foamed bituminous method for a half mile
section of CR 150 S, west of the new Avon High School complex.
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Look at what you do successfully; look at what you or your predecessors used to do
successfully;
Look at what others are doing successfully.
Select maintenance options that show a good return on investment.
Don’t just consider what is cheap to do today, or do what has always been done, but
perform some due diligence and try to determine which method or material is less
expensive over time (Lower Annualized Cost), and which also provides good service over
time.
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A should program was instituted to create positive drainage away from the road as much as
for safety.

30

Avon has completed many traditional overlay and mill and overlay projects.
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The products some may consider “New” have really been around for years. Many methods
have gotten better over time. Products and processes have been improved. Mistakes were
learned from…hopefully. Bad experiences are not always the fault of the product, but
sometimes an attempt to use a product for an application that it isn’t well suited for; it may
have been a guy just trying to make a sale, it may have been over‐confidence, it may have
been an experiment, it may have been an error in calculation, wrong application rate,
wrong depth, bad traffic numbers, drainage…don’t waste your money fixing a road without
addressing drainage; Regardless of why something didn’t work for you in the past, consider
where that product is having success and if you have a similar condition that may benefit
from that product. If you’re not familiar with that product, don’t just bring in the company
that sells it, but also bring in people that have successfully used it and will tell you what it
did for them and what it didn’t do for them.
A lot of research and development occurred in the 1970’s as a result of the “energy crisis”.
Do you remember only being able to purchase gas on odd or even days depending on the
first letter of your last name? And even our your day you were limited to 10
gallons?...unless you knew someone…Any way, that was followed by the oil surplus in the
1980’s…so there was no longer the urgency to implement all the great products that were
developed in the 70’s. Well, over time those products have gained acceptance and as prices
for construction and traditional maintenace items have gone up, popularity of alternative
maintenance, repair and construction methods. Most items seem to gain acceptance in
different parts of the country before they make their way to Indiana.
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Reclamite has been in use in the United States since 1960. My definition of Reclamite is that
it is a penetrating agent that improves elasticity and acts to repel moisture. It won’t make
your road better than it is today, but it slow the aging and deterioration process. I’m sure
that any of you that have ever spoken to Rex have never heard that short of a description of
Reclamite.
Crack Filling and Crack Sealing are done to keep moisture from entering your pavements.
Crack filling is generally used for non‐working cracks or for working cracks that you plan to
overlay within a few years and Crack Sealing is generally used on working cracks that you are
not planning to overlay in the next few years.
Micro‐surfacing is a polymer‐modified asphalt and aggregate mixture designed to protect the
pavement and provide a skid‐resistant wearing surface. The idea gained popularity in the
1960’s, but really began to take off in the United States in the 1970’s during the energy crisis.
If you have roads that are beyond preservation, the FDR might be an option to consider.
Base stabilization, in various forms has been in use for thousands of years, records indicate
use in the early Roman and Chinese empires. As different materials were tried in the base
stabilization process, some were found to be more durable than others and were integrated
into the pavement structure. With further development and marketing by equipment
manufacturers and increased costs of fuel and pavement materials, IN‐Place Recycling, more
commonly known as Full Depth Recycling or FDR gained popularity. Technologies improved
and the various forms of FDR are now generally accepted as viable alternatives.
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Both of these roads want the same thing. Had the road to the right been treated when it
looked like the one to the left, it would look better than it does today. Did you ever notice
the curb line of a street that is about 6 months old and hasn’t been swept? Sometimes
you’ll see fine aggregate. Fine aggregate loss can begin soon after paving. If treated, there
should be less aggregate loss and better shedding of water.
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Calculate your annualized costs for each treatment. Understanding that not all pavements
are in the same condition, same age and support the same traffic, the item with the lowest
annualized cost is not going to be the only item you use. But this will help you make
decisions on which item to use for a certain situation.
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Address each major category cracks, pavements, drainage.
The formula is a balance between engineering decisions on maintaining the pavements and
spreading the dollars around your locality so everyone can see you’re doing something for
them; perception is reality, if they don’t think you are doing anything for them, they think
you don’t care.

35

36

NOT worst first, but last, unless reason, economic development, political, etc.
Save 6’s first –
6’s are on the threshold of needing major repairs.
Budget for/address each maintenance item.
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Weighted average of Paser Rating, Drainage Rating, Road Class used to yield a modified
Paser Rating.
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